viduals with certification to perform engineering services
that under Sate law may be performed only by aP.E. In
addition, including the name or acronym of the association as
part of the designation can further distinguish the association’s
certification program from P.E. status.

So there we have it. The state opinion about who can call
themselves an engineer istrumped by afirst amendment right of
“commercia” free speech. Keep in mind that Mr. Webster's
statement isalso only an opinion. Therein squatsthetoad. Whois
willing to be the test case through which these two divergent
opinionswill beadjudicated?"Not 1,” said theduck. “Not I,” said
the horse, etc. Where isthe little red hen when we need her?

Enforcement

Each state setsitsown enforcement process. In thebeginning,
enforcement was left to the Board of Engineering Registration.
Initially, such boards could only revoke alicense for infractions.
To go after unregistered engineers the board had to turn the case
over to the Attorney General. Becausethe AG'’ s plate was gener-
ally full with big time cases against real scoundrelsfor big bucks,
the engineer cases never made it to the docket.

With time, registration boards got smarter and successfully
pleaded for authority to finetransgressors. More and more boards
have been given the authority to impose fines and are using that
technique to enforce regulations on both registered and non-
registered engineers. Generally they have investigative staffs of
two or three people.

The common processisfor the Board to receive acomplaint
against a specific engineer, field an investigator to clarify the
issuesand, if thereisjust cause, notify the engineer against whom
the complaint was lodged and ask for aresponse. The miscreant
can at that point agree to conform, pay a fine or appeal the
decision. If the decision is appealed, the appeal will generally be
brought beforeahearing officer fromthe AG’ soffice. Thehearing
typically goesinfavor of theboard. Generally, at thispoint onehas
exhausted his administrative appeals, which isagood thing. The
case can next enter the courts and begin to work itsway up to the
Supreme Court to test the first amendment right.

But wait. Neither side really wants to dig their heels in and
waste alot of energy over thisissue. The key isthat the Board of
Registration must address each instance as a separate complaint
and must receive a specific complaint to initiate the process.
Prudent use of Mr. Webster’ stheory early onin the processwill,
inall probability, allow both sides to back away with dignity.

What to Do

It appears that individuals can continue to use NCE as a part
of their title just as they can use BSEE or MSEE or Ph.D. In so
doing they need be mindful of potential conflict with engineering
registration laws and not use the NCE designation in away that
implies a substitute for registration.

Asfor me, being a PE registered in Washington and Virginia,
| don’'t haveadoginthisfight. My usesof my duly awarded NCE
designator will notincitetheregistration boardtoriot. Asmuch as
I would like to be the little red hen, | am stuck being the duck.
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2003 IEEE
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM

The2003 1 EEE International Symposiumwill beheldat the
Hilton Hotel on May 11-16, 2003 in Istanbul, Turkey.

The Symposium will provide a platform for the presenta-
tionand discussion of new developmentsinthefield of Electro-
magnetic Compatibility and related topics. Paper sessionswill
include topics on the Electromagnetic Environmental Effects,
EMC Education and Management, EMC Design, from circuit
to system, Spectrum Engineering, High Power Microwave
Effectsand Electromagnetic Threats, Signal Integrity and High
Speed Considerations, Product Safety, Radiation Hazards and
Biological Effects of EMF, and many, many other exciting
topics.

Workshops, tutorids, “Birds of a Feather” panels and
special invited sessionswill be organized on stimul ating topics.

For more information, visit our web site at: http://
www.ortra.com/emc2003.

GOOD LINKS

“GOOD LINKS” will inform members of web sites that are useful
or contain new information relating to telecommunications, EMC
and ESD. We welcome recommendations from NARTE mem-
bers.

Employment

http://jobs.ieee.org/recruiter.html

Aerospace to vehiclular technology. Searchable job list-
ings and employer profiles free to all. Extended services for
IEEE members.

www.broadbandcareers.com

Broadband, Telecom and IP career opportunities free to
all.

www.telecomcareers.net

Search Telecom jobs and/or post your resume.

Got Good Links?
Email suggestions to narte@narte.org and look for more
recommendations in future issues of the NARTE News.
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Visit www.narte.org for job bank, consultant listings, educa-
tion & training, news, and more....




