Ham Radio Sidestep

Now thisiswherel parted company with hamradio. Wehad
to send perfect code and, to obtain a speed key certification, we
had to send plain language, and five-letter code groups at 20, 25,
and 30 WPM. One then received a numbered certificate. |f
anyone sent “sloppy code” when
actually onacircuit, anofficial could
ask for his number, report that per-
son and he/she had to go back to a
hand key until getting re-certified. |
have heard some of the worst code
inmy life on ham radio! | have no
problem working with slow opera-
tors. Each personworksat hisspeed
but, PRACTICE sending, copy your-
self ontapeand seeif Y OU canread
it. | have also worked with very
good ham operators, many of whom
can snow me.

| eventually transferred into Air
TrafficControl and codewasmostly
amute subject. However, | still cop-
ied codeand pressreportsoccasion-
ally on my short-wave radio just
“forfun.” My brother-in-law alwaystold meto get ahamlicense
but after talking ontheradio al day, thelast thing | wanted to do
was get on aradio at home.

Back On the “Bug”

(A“Bug” isa semi-automatic hand key for sending morse
code.) Ten years after my retirement, afriend encouraged me to
get my license. The code was no problem, but the theory was. |
masteredit, though, and received my general licenseelevenyears
ago. | still work it on occasion and it is still enjoyable. | know
from my years of experience that often one can work stations on
continuous wave (CW) when voice cannot be used.

Therearealot of good operatorsout there: FISTS (members
of the International Morse Preservation Society), the Society of

y the time you read this the World

Radio Conference will bein progress

v in Geneva Switzerland. The conference

e s runsfrom June 9—July 4 and | am attend-

ing as a member of the U.S. Delegation.

Fromaquick review of the conference agendait should beavery
busy four weeks.

Satellite Use Tax

It seemsthat Ohio, New Y ork, Nevadaand several other states
aretrying to pass aspecial tax on satellite TV viewers. Thistax,
whichamountsto 5 or 6% of thebill, isabovethe current salestax
already billed and is basically a satellite use tax by the state.
Needlessto say the satellite usersin my state are up in arms and
fighting to stop the tax.

FCC Activities

The FCC announced the rel ease of aNotice of Proposed Rule
Making on opening up the 5.4 GHz band for RLAN. In part, this
was doneto bolster the U.S position in the WRC now underway,
and in part because of the USG — Industry deal on Dynamic

“1 hope to keep my hand on the mike button or the
bug until | goto that “ big radio station in the sky.”

Wireless Pioneers, etc., and they have schedules. Thisisagreat
opportunity to meet some super people and lots of “old-timers,”
someof whomareintheir late80sand early 90sand are still good
code operators. Many hams| havetalked to say they have ahard
time learning code but on further query, they admit they only
practice a few minutes a week. |
don’tthinkitispossibletolearn code
that way —unless oneisagenius. It
takes time and a lot of practice, but
once mastered, it is never forgotten.

A Life-Long Advocate of
Amateur Radio

At 80 yearsof age, I’ m probably
not too different fromalot of hamsin
my agegroup. When | beganasanair
trafficcontroller, many changeswere
occurring, such asthe SOS' sbecom-
ing“Maydays.” Therewerestill alot
of aircraft “in trouble” (lost, low on
fuel, and so on) and getting them to
an airport and a safe landing was
exciting and worthwhile.

Although | am no longer in the
business of saving lives, ham radio is an extension of communi-
cationsand adelightful hobby. Yes, | am“pro-CW.” Hey,itwas
a big part of my life! | also enjoy working sideband and have
worked on all continents except Africa.  There was even a
Russian expedition at the North Pole. Fun? Youbet. And | hope
to keep my hand on the mike button or the bug until | go to that
“big radio station in the sky.” Q

Mr. Halston, as depicted in this short historical perspective,
has had a full life so far, and we wish him the best of success for
many years to come. He gratiously met with Ms. Pat Davis,
Assistant Editor for thisissue, tofurther discusshisarticle, clarify
terms, and totakethepicturesused herein. Heisatruegentleman,
and may be willing to share more of his experiencesif you Hams
out there are in position to contact him. (Ed)

EMC Post Cards —From the Wireless Side

David A. Case, NCE

Frequency Selection criteriafor the 5.4 GHz band. This NPRM
will give us an additional 255 MHz of spectrum.

TheFCCdismissedthepetitionfor RFlightinginthe2.4 GHz
band. Thiseffort was supported by the RLAN industry who was
concerned these devices would interfere with our devicesin the
2450 MHz band.

The FCC aso released a Notice of Inquiry (NOI) on Power
LineCommunication. ThisNOI should generatesomeinteresting
responses from across the industry.

I'm Staying Home This Year

For thoselooking for meat thisyear’ sIEEE EM C Symposium
in Boston, | will save you the trouble, since | will not be there.
Between conflicting meetings, my long absence from home
because of WRC 2003 and the general need to relax alittle, | am
not planning to attend thisyear. | amsure, asin the past, the show
will be a success and | hope to see everyone the year after. Q

Please send comments, thoughts, or opinions to me at
davecase@cisco.com.
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